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Good morning friends.  Last Sunday we focused on how God is using Celebrate Recovery in the lives of people at 2nd Street and beyond … and I believe God’s been speaking to you this week about what you heard … and I hope you’ve been listening to Him about your own rising or lowering levels of HONESTY, about your own embrace or rejection of COMMUNITY, and about your own surrender to or pushing away of ACCOUNTABILITY – and how about how God wants to use all three of these key components to bring greater FREEDOM and HEALING DISCIPLESHIP in your life.

Today and again next Sunday we’re heading back to our verse-by-verse study of The Gospel of Mark, and this morning we’re looking into MARK 8:1-21 and another miraculous feeding of a huge group of people.  However, this time, it’s 4,000 people who get a Jesus-buffet … not the same as the up to 25,000 men, women, and children we saw earlier, in MARK 6:32-44.

In the first feeding, Jesus took five loaves of bread and two fish and multiplied it to make the equivalent of 17 dump trunk loads of food – enough to feed all the people with Jesus and His disciples on the hill that day.  And in this story, which happened two months later, Jesus used seven loaves of bread, and several fish.

	MARK 8:1-4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 In those days, when there was again a large crowd and they had nothing to eat, Jesus called His disciples and said to them,
2 “I feel compassion for the people because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat.
3 “If I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way; and some of them have come from a great distance.”
4 And His disciples answered Him, “Where will anyone be able to find enough bread here in this desolate place to satisfy these people?”

A large crowd has been following Jesus, listening to His teaching, and now, after three days, they’ve run out of food and are hungry.  And moved by compassion, Jesus comes to His disciples asks for their advice about what to do.  The word Mark uses here in v. 2 to describe Jesus’ compassion, is the same one he used in MARK 6 in the previous feeding … it’s the Greek word splagchnizomai, and it means to be moved in one’s bowels … because in Jesus’ day, the bowels were thought to be the location of love, pity, and compassion.

And Jesus’ disciples answer Him in v. 4 by asking,  “Where will anyone be able to find enough bread here in this desolate place to satisfy these people?”  It’s easy to look at the disciples’ response and criticize their lack of faith.  But are we really all that different than them?  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON … 

Jesus is patient with us when we’re inattentive, and when we lack the faith to participate with Him in what He’s doing.  Let’s invite Jesus’ patience with us, to give us patience with one another.

Since the feeding of the 4,000 here in MARK 8, is very much like the feeding of the 5,000 in MARK 6, we’ll go through these 21 verses rather quickly, but this week as I was studying, my heart and mind kept going back to a story in JOHN 11 that illustrates this same kind of “lack of faith” we can get so trapped into when like these people who’d run out of food, the circumstances we’re going through seem too big to believe that God can actually hear us and come alongside us with His provision.  So turn with me in your Bibles to JOHN 11, and let’s spend a little time there before going further into MARK 8.

In JOHN 10, The Jewish Religious Leaders had had about enough of this new Rabbi named Jesus, and were trying everything they could think of to shut Him up and shut Him down.  But the Holy Spirit helped Jesus and His disciples escape and they headed over to the East side of the Jordan River.  And in JOHN 11, Jesus got word Mary and Martha wanted Him to come to Bethany to heal their brother Lazarus, who was sick.

JOHN 11:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
	
1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

The word was in v. 1 means became.  In other words, Lazarus was probably sick for days and days before word of his illness reached Jesus.  And when Lazarus got sick, he and his sisters, Mary and Martha probably just passed it off as no big deal.  I can just hear Martha saying to Lazarus as he walked by one day, “Hey, bro, you don’t look so good.”  And Lazarus probably replied, “You know, I haven’t felt too good for a couple of days.  But I’ll be all right.  Can you get me some mint tea?”  But Lazarus didn’t get better.  Instead he became worse and worse.

JOHN 11:2-3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2 It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.
3 So the sisters sent word to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love (phileo / brotherly love) is sick.” [emphasis added]

v. 2 speaks of what happened AFTER LAZARUS’S RESURRECTION … as recorded in JOHN 12.  So John obviously wrote these words sometime after both events had taken place.  But Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus that their brother Lazarus, the one Jesus loved, was sick.  If you have a pen or a pencil, please underline the word loved, because it’s an important word in this text and in what I want us to SEE, to UNDERSTANDING, and to LEARN.

The word John uses for loved here in v. 3 is the Greek word phileo, and it means brotherly love.  It’s not the word for love Jesus often used to describe the love God the Father had for Him and that He had for the world and for His disciples … that’s the word agape.  When Mary and Martha sent this message to Jesus, they wanted Him to know that Lazarus, the one He loved like His own brother, was very, very ill.

Gang, the point is this … Jesus agaped everyone 2,000 years ago, and He agapes everyone now.  This is the kind of God-love Jesus has for everyone.  But Jesus also had some close friends.  There were people Jesus had grown to have a deep family-like friendship with during His life and His ministry.  And evidently this family in Bethany, these two sisters and a brother, Lazarus, Mary, and Martha family were some of the folks Jesus loved like brothers and sisters.  And now that Lazarus is sick, Mary and Martha are using this CLOSE FRIENDSHIP to ask Jesus to immediately come to their home and heal Lazarus.  But let’s look at Jesus’ response in vv. 4-6 …

	JOHN 11:4-6 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 But when Jesus heard this, He said, “This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.”
5 Now Jesus loved (agape / God-love) Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
6 So when He heard that he was sick, He then stayed two days longer in the place where He was.  [emphasis added]

v. 5 … Jesus loved Martha, and her sister and Lazarus.  The word for love in v. 5 ISN’T the same word Mary and Martha used in the message they sent to Jesus … it’s not phileo.  The word John uses to describe the love Jesus had for this family is the word agape.  Gang, it’s important to see here that Jesus wasn’t pulled by His friendship love for Lazarus, for Mary, and for Martha to just drop everything and run to them.  Jesus was restrained by His agape love, by His God-love for this family to stay in step with God’s plans.

And friends, you and I must learn how to do the same thing.  When Jesus saw this need for food in MARK 8, He didn’t REACT … He asked questions, He engaged the gifts and abilities of others to meet the need, and then a miracle was born out of His relationship, His conversation, and His connection with His disciples and the people with the needs.  Note to self, huh?

Jesus didn’t react emotionally to the phileo, brotherly-love He so obviously had for Lazarus.  Rather, He listened to, and waited, and allowed the agape love of God to help Him participate with God in His plans … and in doing this, Jesus did the RIGHT THING and He set the example for what you and I need to learn to do.  Listen to me … agape love doesn’t always do what you think it SHOULD DO, WOULD DO or COULD DO.  But agape love ALWAYS DOES THE RIGHT THING.
Jesus says in v. 4, “This sickness will not end in death.”  “But wait a minute Gregg, Lazarus DOES die!  Jesus was wrong!”  Yes, Lazarus dies, but I believe what Jesus was saying is that what you and I look at and call THE END, isn’t always THE END.  And that what we see and call THE FINAL CHAPTER is often only part way through the book.  And so Jesus told His disciples that Lazarus’ sickness wouldn’t end in death, but that it would result in “the glory of God being made known.”

When the disciples heard Jesus say this, they probably thought Martha and Mary had over-reacted, and that everything would be okay.  But Jesus is good at math.  And by the time Jesus received this message, Lazarus was probably already dead.  Let’s look at JOHN 11:6-8 and I’ll show you what I mean.

	JOHN 11:6-8 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

6 So when He heard that he was sick, He then stayed two days longer in the place where He was [across the Jordan River in Perea].
7 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”
8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone You, and are You going there again?” [emphasis added]

Perea the name of this region where Jesus and His disciples escaped to after fleeing Jerusalem, and it’s a 2-3 day walk away from where Lazarus and his sisters lived in Bethany.  And we read in v. 6 that Jesus waited two days in Perea before leaving for Bethany.  And when Jesus gets to Bethany, we read in v. 39, that Lazarus had been dead for four days.  So even if Jesus and His disciples had left right when He got the message, Lazarus would have already been dead when they got there.

The messenger who brought word from Mary and Martha didn’t know this, but Jesus received their message, and then through a word of knowledge from the Holy Spirit He knew that He left right then, that Lazarus would die as He was traveling back.

Notice, Jesus didn’t say, “Let’s go to Bethany.”  He said, “Let’s go to Judea”.  Judea included the whole area around Jerusalem – due West of where they were in Perea.  When the disciples heard Jesus say this, they probably thought they were going back to Jerusalem.  In fact, two days later when they started heading West, I don’t think they knew they were going to Bethany.

And because they thought they were going back to Jerusalem, they became afraid.  And can you blame them?  I mean, the last time they were in Jerusalem, The Jewish Religious Leaders tried to kill Jesus, and at the very least arrest the disciples.  And so the thought of going back to Jerusalem again so soon must have sounded pretty crazy.  Perea was a nice place to be.  Safe, calm, friendly.  Good clean air.  Plenty of WI-FI.  A Blockbuster.  Two Starbucks and a Panera Bakery.  It was a good place.

JOHN 11:9-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day?  If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.
10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”

Have you ever noticed that sometimes when Jesus answered questions, His answers sound a little strange?  This is one of those times.  What would you have thought if you’d asked, “Jesus, are we going back there?” and His response was “Are there not twelve hours of daylight?”?  Sounds kind of weird to me.  “Jesus, maybe You got too much sun.  Come over here into the shade.  Here, drink some ice tea.”

Gang, when we don’t understand what Jesus is saying, it’s usually not Jesus who made a mistake.  You and I are the ones who need to dig deeper into Jesus’ words, to discern their meaning.  Here’s what I believe was going on:  The night, this darkness that Jesus says in v. 10, the disciples were walking around in was “ignorance.”  And here’s what I hear Jesus saying to His disciples and to you and me …

“I’m guided by a different Light than you.  There’s a Light that pierces through ignorance and through the darkness, and it’s the Light of the wisdom of the Holy Spirit.  If you’ll invite Me to, I will teach you how to walk in this same Light I walk in.”

So considering the context of this story, and considering the evil plans we know The Jewish Religious Leaders had in their hearts, and considering the words Jesus said BEFORE, DURING, and AFTER this story, I can see Him wanting to say …

I hung around Perea for two days after I heard Lazarus was sick, because when the same people who’ve been trying to kill Me, heard Lazarus was dying, and that a message requesting I come to Bethany and heal him had been sent, they no doubt went to Lazarus’ home.

They know how close I am to Lazarus, and they thought I’d come to him.  They were hoping to seize Me – again, when I showed up.  But God the Father’s plan is for Me to get arrested right before Passover – not now.  Besides, God can get a lot more glory out of Lazarus being brought back to life than He can from a simple healing.

I know that it might look like I don’t know what I’m doing … but I do.  I’m listening to and following God’s agape love, instead of my own phileo love.  Please trust Me.  Trust Me.  Trust Me.  

Jesus was so in tune with the Holy Spirit, that He didn’t let the phileo love in His mind and in His emotions get Him out of step with God’s will.  He didn’t let the phileo love He had for Lazarus catapult Him out ahead of God’s timing, or God’s will.  Instead, Jesus invited the agape love of God in His heart to keep Him in step with God’s will, even when it didn’t make sense to those around Him.  And Jesus is asking you and me here this morning to learn from His example.  Do you see it?

When we see what’s happening here, Jesus’ words in vv. 9-10 make sense.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON … 

As we walk in the Light of God, the Holy Spirit will point out obstacles along the way, and we won’t have to stumble over them, or keep getting side-tracked, or miss out on God’s good, pleasing and perfect will for our lives.  We can participate with God in the miracles He has for us, and wants to pour through us.  

When we’re staying in step with God, what often looks to us, and to the world like “the end” is seldom “the end.”  And when we say, “Yes” to God … and we begin “walking in and living in the Light” and in the KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING, and WISDOM God has for us, IT WILL ONLY BEGIN TO CHANGE EVERYTHING.  I can see John thinking back to this experience in His life with Jesus that he wrote about in JOHN 11, when as an old man he wrote FIRST JOHN 4:4 …

FIRST JOHN 4:4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 greater is He who is in you, than he who is in the world!

Yes, Satan will still set obstacles in our paths.  And just like these people up on the mountaintop on this day in MARK 8, our needs will be real and pressing.  BUT LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT WHATEVER THE OUTCOME OF WALKING AHEAD OF OR BEHIND THE LORD AND HIS TIMING FOR OUR LIVES, IT’S NOTHING COMPARED TO WHAT CAN AND WILL HAPPEN WHEN YOU AND I MAKE THE CHOICE TO WAIT FOR THE LEADERSHIP AND THE TIMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THEN JOIN GOD IN WHAT HE’S UP TO!  This truth reminds me of what King David wrote in PSALM 119:105 …

PSALM 119:105 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

105 God, Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

Mary and Martha didn’t know why Jesus didn’t drop everything and come right away.  But the Holy Spirit knew.  The Holy Spirit had Jesus stay away from Bethany until He could clear the pathway for Jesus Christ to perform one of the greatest miracles of His entire ministry … bringing Lazarus back to life – the one He loved like a brother.

We’ve all been there.  Sometimes we don’t know what God’s plan is.  But when we know God’s character, we’ll know that He won’t be wrong, and that He won’t be late, because His plan and His timing are always perfect.  Sure, sometimes God’s plan and God’s timing can be hard to figure out or even accept, but it’s always PERFECT.

Thank God for the Holy Spirit – for the One Who knows what’s ahead of us!  And praise God that learning to “walk in the light” isn’t just for Jesus, or for the Elishas, or for the Deborahs, the Peters, the Esthers, the Pauls, or the Marys, or Johns of the Bible. The miracle-working Holy Spirit is available to everyone in relationship with Jesus!

When Jesus finally got to Bethany, both Mary and Martha came out to Him on the road, and said to Him, “Lord, if You’d been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.”  And I have a feeling that when Mary said, “Lord, if You’d been here, my brother wouldn’t have died” that Jesus wanted to look at Mary right in the eyes and say …

“Yes, that’s right, Mary I wasn’t here.  But you were here the whole time.  You know the same Word I represent.  You’ve sat at My feet, and you know the Holy Spirit.  Mary, where was your faith!?”

But Jesus didn’t answer Mary with words.  Instead JOHN 11:33 just says that Jesus “groaned in the spirit” and was “troubled.”  But the good news here is that when Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, and when Mary finally sees the frailty of her faith, and when she sees what God’s power can do, then like The Old Testament prophet Isaiah talked about in ISAIAH 40:31, Mary “rises up again on eagle’s wings,” and her faith becomes stronger than it’s ever been before.

And after all of this is over, Mary is going to say to herself, “Why did I listen to the people in my life who didn’t have faith?  Deep down inside, I knew Jesus had a plan, but I got my eyes off Him and onto my circumstances, and I crashed.  But praise God I took His hand and got back up.  And no matter what happens from here on out, I’m going stay in step with Jesus.”  Okay, now back to MARK 8, and let’s invite this story of Jesus, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus that we’ve just looked into in JOHN 11 to inform us and prepare us for the story of Jesus’ feeding of the 4,000.

 MARK 8:5-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

5 And He was asking them, "How many loaves do you have?”  And they said, “Seven.”
6 And He directed the people to sit down on the ground; and taking the seven loaves, He gave thanks and broke them, and started giving them to His disciples to serve to them, and they served them to the people.
7 They also had a few small fish; and after He had blessed them, He ordered these to be served as well.
8 And they ate and were satisfied; and they picked up seven large baskets full of what was left over of the broken pieces.
9 About four thousand were there; and He sent them away.
10 And immediately He entered the boat with His disciples and came to the district of Dalmanutha.

Dalmanutha – is the name of both a town and a district on the West side of the Sea of Galilee, near Magdala.  I hope you’re seeing some of the parallels to this and the story of the feeding of the multitude we studied in MARK 6.  But this time, instead of asking one little boy to give up his lunch, Jesus asked His disciples to give up their own food.  And then Jesus took the bread and performed a creative miracle, as He divided up the bread into enough pieces to feed everyone there.

Apparently the disciples also had a few small fish, but they kept them from Jesus until they saw with their own eyes that He could multiply the bread.  And even though they’d seen Jesus meet this kind of need before, they struggled with giving everything they had back over to Him.  But in the end, Jesus prayed over the fish and multiplied them too – and passed the fish out with the bread as a second course.  And like before, there were loads of yummy, non-refrigerated leftovers.

Some Bible teachers say that this story in MARK 8 never happened, but that Mark is just retelling the story of the 5,000 he told earlier.  Their main argument is always, “How could the disciples forget Jesus’ previous miracle so quickly?”  But gang, how many of you will confess to the fact that even maturing Christians who’ve experienced God’s power and provision can still struggle with unbelief.  And so, in the end, it’s shouldn’t be so surprising that Jesus’ disciples struggled on the day we read about here to walk by faith, and to stay in the light of God’s will.

MARK 8:11-12 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

11 The Pharisees came out and began to argue with Him, seeking from Him a sign from heaven, to test Him.
12 Sighing deeply in His spirit, He said, “Why does this generation seek for a sign?  Truly I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation.”

For the Pharisees, even a miracle of this magnitude wasn’t enough.  Just like Satan did in the wilderness after Jesus’ baptism, and at the beginning of Jesus’ 3-year ministry, the Pharisees were TESTING JESUS … they wanted some kind of dramatic sign to prove who He was, like when God sent down fire from heaven in FIRST KINGS 18, and consumed the water-soaked sacrifices of the false prophets on Mt. Carmel.

And when they demanded this kind of a sign from Jesus, just like He did when seeing Mary and Martha’s unbelief in JOHN 11:33, here in MARK 8:12 Jesus sighed.  sighed is the Greek word anastenazo, which means to to groan with grief and to draw up deep sighs.  Jesus was distressed as this attack against Him was ramping up, and at the level of the people’s unbelief.  In arrogance, it was like the Pharisees were saying to Jesus, “You’ve done some Minor League miracles.  But now it’s time to come up to the Majors and show us something more impressive.”  But Jesus refused to take their bait, and I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON … 

Jesus isn’t a trick pony, doing miracles to convince hard-hearted unbelievers.  2,000 years ago, and today, Jesus does miracles to reveal God’s power, and they’re always within the context of mercy.  

MARK 8:13-16 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 Leaving them, He again embarked and went away to the other side.
14 And they had forgotten to take bread, and did not have more than one loaf in the boat with them.
15 And He was giving orders to them, saying, “Watch out!  Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”
16 They began to discuss with one another the fact that they had no bread.
The leaven Jesus is referring to here isn’t merely yeast … it’s a pinch of dough left over from the previous batch, like gets used when making sourdough bread.  A pinch of dough from the previous batch could make a whole new lump of dough rise and “puff up.”  So Jesus used the word leaven to illustrate the corrupting work of sin and pride … telling us that the presence of a little can infect a large amount.

When Jesus talked with His disciples here about of the leaven of the Pharisees (which was hypocrisy) and the leaven of Herod (which was pride) the disciples didn’t understand that He was speaking in spiritual terms, and all they could think of was physical bread that they’d eat and swallow, not spiritual bread that feeds the soul.  And as we read Jesus’ words here, I believe God is calling you and me to think of ourselves, and to look into own lack of understanding, and at our own hard-hearted-ness, at our own deaf ears, at our own blind eyes, and at our own stubborn wills.

MARK 8:17-21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you discuss the fact that you have no bread?  Do you not yet see or understand?  Do you have a hardened heart?
18 “Having eyes, do you not see?  And having ears, do you not hear?  And do you not remember,
19 when I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces you picked up?”  They said to Him, “Twelve.”
20 “When I broke the seven for the four thousand, how many large baskets full of broken pieces did you pick up?”  And they said to Him, “Seven.”
21 And He was saying to them, “Do you not yet understand?”
  
The words Jesus uses here in v. 18 are the same words The Old Testament prophet Jeremiah used to describe the backslidden people of Judah God sent him to reach out to with the good news of God’s desire to be in relationship with everyone of us … and they also echo the words of God used in PSALM 115:5-8 to describe idols …

JEREMIAH 5:21 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

21 Hear this message, you foolish people who have no sense.  They have eyes, but they don’t really see.  They have ears, but they don’t really listen.

PSALM 115:5-8 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

5-8 [These idols] have mouths, but they cannot speak.  They have eyes, but they cannot see.  They have ears, but they cannot hear.  They have noses, but they cannot smell.  They have hands, but they cannot feel.  They have feet, but they cannot walk.  No sounds come from their throats.  People who make idols will be like them, and so will those who trust them. (emphasis added)

Gang, when you and I walk away from God and for His plans for our lives instead of staying in step with His plans and purposes for us, we become deaf and blind to God, and insensitive to the things God wants us as His children to pay attention to.  You know what I’m talking about.

Worshiping idols looks a lot like religious rituals.  AN IDOL IS ANYTHING THAT TAKES THE PLACE OF GOD IN OUR LIVES.  An idol can be a job, a person, a hobby, a sinful passion; AN IDOL IS ANYTHING THAT TAKES THE PLACE OF GOD IN OUR LIVES.  

RELIGIOUS RITUALS without MEANING leave us dull of hearing.  Gang, God doesn’t want you and me to be RELIGIOUS.  God wants us to know Him and to obediently walk with Him.  God wants us to have a growing, maturing, transforming relationship with Him.  What choices are you making?  Are you being conformed into the likeness of this world, or are you being transformed into the likeness of Jesus Christ?

The miracle of Jesus turning a little bit of bread and fish into enough food to feed a whole crowd of people, it was great … but the GREATER MIRACLE is what happens when you and I make the choice to turn away from religion, away from idols, and invite God’s agape love of God to inform us and motivate us to stay in step with God’s timetable, God’s instruction, and God’s will.  Because when we make the choice to live this way we’ll have less regrets, and we’ll experience more miracles.

And when we make the choice to live this way, we’ll store more and more of God’s truth and instruction into our hearts and then when we read verses like these two from LUKE 18:27 and EPHESIANS 3:20, we’ll be able to believe them instead of doubting them, and doubting the God who inspired their writing.  And God wants to use these kinds of words from the Bible to bring comfort and faith to us at times of need, when there appears to be no provision, and when God seems to be distant not near, and inactive, not active.

LUKE 18:27; EPHESIANS 3:20 (NEW CENTURY BIBLE)

LUKE 18:27 The things impossible for people are possible for God.

EPHESIANS 3:20 With God’s power working in us, God can do much, much more than anything we can ask or imagine.

In v. 11, the Pharisees demanded that Jesus give them a sign from heaven — not just a miracle, but a conclusive sign directly from God, like manna from heaven or some such thing, to confirm that the promise had been fulfilled.  But their demand for a sign overlooked the one essential demand that Jesus requires of you and of me, A CHANGE OF HEART.  Do you see it?

Are you allowing your emotions to take you by the hand and run with you ahead of God’s will?  Are you letting the circumstances of your life, the good, the bad, and the ugly dictate your actions?  Or are you staying in the Light of God’s agape love, and inviting God’s compassion to inform you and form you, and to motivate you and give fire to the Mission and to the purposes that God is pouring into your life?

Let me close with some words that Jesus spoke to some other Jewish Religious Leaders in MATTHEW 13 … and as we leave here today as THE CHURCH SCATTERED, as 2nd Street out in the world, and as followers of Jesus Christ who are committed to letting our inward faith turn outward, let’s invite Jesus’ words to simmer in our hearts and minds as we live out the Mission and the purposes God has for us, and as we experience first-hand the miracles God wants to pour through us into the world.

MATTHEW 13:13-17 (THE MESSAGE)

[bookmark: _GoBack]13 That's why I tell stories:  To create readiness, to nudge the people toward receptive insight.  In their present state they can stare till doomsday and not see it, listen till they're blue in the face and not get it.
14 I don't want Isaiah's forecast repeated all over again:  “Your ears are open but you don't hear a thing.  Your eyes are awake but you don't see a thing.”
15 The people are blockheads!  They stick their fingers in their ears so they won't have to listen; they screw their eyes shut so they won't have to look, so they won't have to deal with me face-to-face and let me heal them.
16 “But you have God-blessed eyes – eyes that see!  And God-blessed ears – ears that hear!
17 A lot of people, prophets and humble believers among them, would have given anything to see what you are seeing, to hear what you are hearing, but never had the chance.

Oh friends, we are the people of God.  Let’s receive God’s miracles.  Let’s receive God’s instruction.  Let’s receive God’s provisions.  Let’s receive God’s corrections.  Let’s receive God’s pruning.  Let’s receive God’s compassion.  Let’s receive God’s healing.  Let’s receive God’s kindness.  Let’s receive God’s gifts.  We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.  Let’s invite God to feed us, to guide us, to shepherd us.  Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

NEXT SUNDAY, GREGG WILL TEACH THROUGH MARK 8:22-38.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING … AND ALSO, PLEASE CONSIDER COMING TO THE CHURCH OFFICE ON THURSDAY MORNINGS FROM 6:00 – 7:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR GREGG.
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Him about your own rising or lowering levels of 

HONESTY

, 

about 

your own embrace 

or rejection of 

COMMUNITY

, and 

about 

your own surren

der to or pushing away of 

ACCOUNTABILITY

 

–

 

and how 

about how God

 

wants to use all three of these key 

components to bring greater 

FREEDOM

 

and 

HEALING DISCIPLESHIP

 

in your life.

 

 

Today

 

and again next Sunday we’re heading back to our verse

-

by

-

verse study of 

T

he 

Gospel of Mark

, and this morning we’re looking into 

MARK 8:1

-

21

 

and another 

miraculous feeding of a huge group of people.  However, this time, it’s 4,000 people 

who 

get

 

a Jesus

-

buffet … not the same as the up to 25,000 m

en, women, and children 

we saw ea

rlier, 

in 

MARK 6:32

-

44

.

 

 

In the first feeding

, Jesus took 

five loaves of bread and two fish

 

and multiplied it to 

make the equivalent of 17 dump trunk loads 

of food 

–

 

enough 

to feed 

all the people 

with Jesus and His disciples on the hill that day

.  And in t

his story, which happened 

two 

months later, Jesus used 

seven loaves of bread, and several fish

.

 

 

 

MARK 8:1

-

4

 

(NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 

 

1

 

In those days, when there was again a large crowd and they had 

nothing to eat, Jesus called His disciples and said

 

to them,

 

2

 

“

I feel compassion for the people because they have remained with 

Me now three days and have nothing to eat.

 

3

 

“

If I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the 

way; and some of them have come from a great distance.”

 

4

 

And His 

disciples answered Him, “Where will anyone be able 

to find 

enough 

bread here in 

this 

desolate place to satisfy these people?”

 

 

A large crowd 

has been following Jesus, listening to His teaching, and now, after 

three days, they’ve run out of food and 

are

 

hun

gry.  And moved by 

compassion

, Jesus 

comes to His disciples asks for their advice about what to do.

  

The word Mark uses 

here in 

v. 2

 

to describe Jesus’ 

compassion

, is the same 

one

 

he used in 

MARK 6

 

in the 

previous feeding

 

… it’s the Greek word 

splagchnizom

ai

, 

and it means 

to be moved in 

one’s bowels

 

… because in Jesus’ day, the 

bowels

 

were thought to be the location of 

love

,

 

pity

, 

and

 

compassion

.

 

 

And 

Jesus’

 

disciples answer Him in 

v. 4

 

by 

asking, 

 

“Where will anyone be able 

to 

find enough 

bread here in 

thi

s 

desolate place to satisfy these people?”

  

It’s easy to 

